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The modern holidapy of Ballotween map habve its origing in the ancient Celtic festival
knoton as Sambain (pronounced / 8 aun / from the Gl Irish samain).[3] The fes-
tival of Sambain is a celebration of the end of the harvest season in Gaelic culture,
and is sometimes ervoneous(y[4] reqarded as the “Celtic Netw Pear”.[5] Tradition-
ally, the festival was a time used by the ancient pagans to take stock of supplies and
slaugbhter livestock for winter stores. The ancient Gaels beliebed that on October 31,
the boundaries between the alive and the deceased would merge and the dead would
become dangerous for the living by cauging problems such as sickness or damaged
crops. The festivals would frequently involve bonfires, where the bones of slaugh-
tered libestock were throtwn. Costumes and masks were also worn at the festivals
in an attempt to mimic the evil spirits or placate them.
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